
 

 

 Photo Insert: A USAID Disaster Assistance Response Team member helps distribute cooking oil to cyclone-affected households in Mozambique’s Sofala 

Province. 
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Updated June 12, 2019 
Frequent natural disasters, prolonged dry spells, and destructive crop pests have hindered agricultural production in Mozambique, negatively affecting the 

livelihoods of farming households and making it more difficult for poorer households to afford enough food. 
 

SITUATION 

• Following landfall of tropical cyclones Idai and Kenneth in mid-March 

and late April, respectively, heavy flooding across Mozambique resulted 

in several hundred deaths, displaced tens of thousands of people, and 

caused extensive damage to homes, infrastructure, and crops.  More 

than two million people were in need of humanitarian assistance as a 

result of the recent cyclones and an estimated 1.8 million acres of 

crops were damaged or destroyed, significantly affecting the April–May 

harvest and food security prospects for the remainder of 2019, 

according to the Government of Mozambique. 

• Populations across Mozambique will likely face Stressed (IPC 2) and 

Crisis (IPC 3) levels of food insecurity through September, according to 

the Famine Early Warning Systems Network (FEWS NET).* 

Households in semiarid areas of southern Mozambique are facing the 

second consecutive year of poor harvests and as a result will face Crisis 

conditions. 

• Additionally, Mozambique hosts several thousand refugees from 

elsewhere in the region, many of whom are highly dependent on 

humanitarian assistance to meet their daily food needs. 

 

*The Integrated Food Security Phase Classification (IPC) is a standardized tool that aims to classify the severity 

and magnitude of acute food insecurity. The IPC scale, which is comparable across countries, ranges from 

Minimal (IPC 1) to Famine (IPC 5). 
 

RESPONSE 

• In response to cyclones Idai and Kenneth, USAID’s Office of Food for 

Peace (FFP) provided more than $33 million in emergency food and 

nutrition assistance to communities across Mozambique. 

 

• In response to food needs identified prior to the impact of recent 

cyclones, FFP partners with World Vision to provide emergency food 

assistance in Gaza and Inhambane provinces to communities impacted 

by the poor 2018–2019 agricultural season.  The organization assists 

approximately 80,000 people per month with electronic food vouchers, 

which they use to purchase much-needed food from local markets. 

 

• Additionally, with support from FFP, the UN World Food Program 

(WFP) implements food-for-asset (FFA) activities that provide monthly 

food rations of U.S.-sourced, in-kind food assistance to households in 

Gaza and Tete provinces during the ongoing lean season—the period 

of the year when food is most scarce.  In exchange for a household 

member helping to create or repair community assets that build 

resilience to recurrent shocks—such as dams and irrigation systems— 

vulnerable families receive assistance to meet basic food and nutrition 

needs.  Through WFP, FFP also supports refugees sheltering in 

Mozambique’s Nampula Province. 
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FOOD FOR PEACE CONTRIBUTIONS 
TOTAL CONTRIBUTIONS PER FISCAL YEAR (FY) 

  U.S. DOLLARS METRIC TONS* 

FY 2019 $39.8 million 19,898 MT 

FY 2018 $3.6 million 2,100 MT 

FY 2017 $13.4 million 8,227 MT 
*Metric tonnage does not reflect funding for vouchers or cash transfers 

FY 2019 

Local and Regional Food

Procurement  67%

Food Vouchers  32%

U.S. In-Kind Food Aid  1%

http://fews.net/southern-africa/mozambique/key-message-update/november-2018
https://www.wvi.org/mozambique
https://www1.wfp.org/countries/mozambique
https://www1.wfp.org/countries/mozambique

